The Spirit of MCC

November-December 2010

Metropolitan Community Church of Baton Rouge
Newsl/etter — Volume 5, Issue 6
“Real People  Real Worship ¢ Real Faith”

Our Mission
And Purpose

Metropolitan
Community
Church

of Baton Rouge
exists to:

el ove as God Loves

eSpread God'’s
Reign and Good
News

eOvercome
Injustice, Liberate
the Oppressed

elive as Jesus
Lived

eSeek and Teach
Faithful Disciples of
Christ

e Offer Service and
Sanctuary to All

Join Us Each Week
for Worship on
Sundays at 11 a.m.
and Bible Study on
Wednesdays

at 7 p.m. at 7747
Tom Drive

Twelfth Annual
International
Transgender
Day of Remembrance

Mark your calendars and
plan to join us for a moving
program as MCCBR,
Capital City Alliance,

' Spectrum Alliance and the
Those who cannot > LSU Safe Space Campaign
remember the past _ sponsor the Baton Rouge
are doomed to r Transgender Day of

- George Santayana Remembrance November
18.

MCCBR, Others Sponsoring Baton Rouge
Transgender Day of Remembrance

Metropolitan Community Church of Baton Rouge is joining Capital City
Alliance, Spectrum Alliance, and the LSU Safe Space Campaign in
sponsoring the Baton Rouge Transgender Day of Remembrance. The
event will be held at MCCBR from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. on Thursday,
November 18.

The Transgender Day of Remembrance serves several purposes. It raises
public awareness of hate crimes against transgender people, an action that
current media doesn’t perform. Day of Remembrance publicly mourns
and honors the lives of our brothers and sisters who might otherwise be
forgotten.

Through the vigil, we express love and respect for our people in the face
of national indifference and hatred. Day of Remembrance reminds non-
transgender people that transgender people are their sons, daughters,
parents, friends and lovers. Day of Remembrance gives allies a chance to
step forward and stand in vigil, memorializing those who’ve died by anti-
transgender violence.
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Bonfires, Other Social Events

Want to enjoy the bonfires on the levees with your
church friends and family? Then join us December
11 for the Festival of the Bonfires in Lutcher, La.
Carpools will leave the church at 4 p.m., or you can
meet at the park in Lutcher at 5:30 p.m. In addition,
another social event will be a November 13 visit to
the Louisiana Renaissance Festival near
Hammond. Meet at the Renaissance Festival main
gates at 9:30 a.m. Admission is $14 for adults and
$8 for children.

Make Someone’s Holidays Brighter

It’s the time of year when we prepare Christmas
bags for nursing home residents, and you can
help to make someone’s holidays brighter.

Just shop for personal items for nursing home
residents, such as bath powder, deodorant,
shampoo, soap, kleenex, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, denture adhesive, small notebooks
and pads, word/crossword puzzle books and
other items. Then bring them to church, and
we’ll set a date in December to prepare and
deliver bags of gifts.

In addition, some MCCBR members have been
knitting lap pads for months, and if you knit,
it's still not too late to help with that project.
Contact Bonnie Jones for more details.

Annual Congregational Meeting
Set for Sunday, December 12

The church’s annual congregational meeting is set for
Sunday, December 12, following our worship service.

Among the business will be the election of two people to
our board of directors and our lay delegate and alternate
lay delegate, as well as the adoption of the church’s
operating budget for 2011. Of course, there also will be
annual reports from the pastor, treasurer, board, lay
delegate and others.

In addition, plans are in the works for a survey to ask
you what you think about our worship services, our
music, our educational opportunities and more.

As for the board positions, Todd Griffin and Morris Welch
are completing their two-year terms on the board and
are not eligible to run again this year based on our
bylaws. Tom Merrill and Ray Acardo have a year left on
their terms on the board.

The lay delegate and alternate lay delegate’s positions
also are up for election this year. The people elected to
those positions will serve for the next three years. Dr.
Rick Cain is our current lay delegate, and Mike Smith is
the alternate. Both of them represented us at the MCC
General Conference this summer and will be eligible to
run for new terms, if they so desire.

If you are interested in running for any of the positions
up for election, an application is required in advance.
Please see Pastor Keith or e-mail him at
mccbr@aol.com for more details.

Please join us for this important annual meeting on
Sunday, December 12.

Join Us for Thanksgiving Lunch

Join us for a potluck lunch at noon Thanksgiving Day,
November 25, at the church.

Don’t sit at home alone! Celebrate the holiday with
your church family.

Bring your favorite dish and your friends and family, if
you’re so inclined. Even if you don’t cook, we always
have plenty of food.

In Memoriam

Roy Hatfield, a regular attender at MCCBR before he
and Don Woodard, his partner of 30 years, moved out
of town passed away October 25 after a battle with
cancer. Don and Roy formerly owned a flower shop
on Government Street. Please keep Don and their
families in your prayers.

Metropolitan Community Church of Baton Rouge 7747 Tom Drive  (225) 248-0404 mccbr@aol.com www.mccbr.org



mailto:mccbr@aol.com

Spirit of MCC Newsletter — November-December 2010

Page 3  “Real People * Real Worship  Real Faith”

Help Us Make A Clean Sweep!

Join us after worship on Sunday, November 28, as we
get our building and grounds ready for the holidays with
a cleanup afternoon.

Help us get everything ready for our anniversary
celebration the next weekend. We’ll have a variety of
cleaning supplies and tools available, but you’re also
welcome to bring your favorite rake, shovel, broom,
dust cloth, lawn mower, power washer, leaf blower or
any other tool of your choice.

Even if you can’t do a lot of the labor, you can supply
“moral support” for those who do. Or you can help
with setting up lunch, running errands or doing other
“light duties.” Everyone can contribute, and the more
people we have here, the better we’ll do at getting things
back in tip-top shape. We’ll order pizza or something,
and we’ll all make the work fun!

Join Our Anniversary Celebration Dec. 4-5

Watch for more details coming soon about our 27"
anniversary celebration December 4-5.

There will be a special dinner Saturday, December
4, and a worship service celebrating our church’s
27 years of ministry on Sunday, December 5.

Variety of Educational Opportunities
MCCBR’s Education Team has a variety of activities planned
for you over the next few months.

Our first Sunday sessions will focus on car care basics on
November 7 and on what you want from your church on
January 2. Those roundtable discussions are held after
potlucks.

In December, we’ll kick off a new Wednesday evening series
(and a new 6:30 p.m. starting time) titled "Advent: Season of
Anticipation and Hope," facilitated by Mo Wilkinson. Like
most of Mo's excellent and well-loved classes, this will be a
Life Application Bible study that will help you apply scripture
to your daily life. That will be followed by “Holy
Conversations,” facilitated by Jonathan Hammett and others
each week for the first couple of months of the new year.

Around Our Fellowship

News from our denomination/region

MCC Size Summit Coming to

Atlanta . Everyone is invited to

participate in the MCC Size Summit X
in Atlanta, Ga., January 21-22. Some &
are calling these sessions focused

on helping MCC churches to grow '
their ministries as “the best thing

MCC has ever done.” Please

consider attending. See Pastor Keith for more details!

First Coast MCC in St. Augustine, Florida, is
seeking donations for chairs for its new building,
which the church bills as the “first log cabin MCC.”
The congregation hopes to occupy its new building by
Christmas. For more detalils, visit
www.FirstCoastMCC.org.

y 4

Membership Inquirers Class Nov. 21

Are you interested in becoming a member of MCCBR?
Do you wonder what our values are, what our
denomination is about or what our roots are?

Then you should come to the next Membership
Inquirers Class on Sunday, November 21, after worship.
We'll order pizza, and the class should last from about
12:30 p.m. until 5 p.m.

Remember, coming to the class does not obligate you
to become a member of the church — it just helps you
make an informed decision about your membership. But
this class will be your last opportunity if you want to
become a member and vote at our congregational
meeting December 12.

Be a Good Steward!

Give generously to God and do so without a
grudging heart; then, because of this, your God
will bless you in all your work and in everything
you put your hand to. i Deuteronomy 15:1(New

International Version)

Know Your Board Members

Got questions or comments about the church’s business?
Want to volunteer to help with a ministry? Get in touch with
our pastor (information on page 7) or a member of our board
of directors:

Ray Acardo (225) 241-2651
racar45@cox.net

Todd Griffin (225) 952-0797
tech99@cox.net

Tom Merrill (225) 907-5251
thomas.merrill@cox.net

Morris Welch (225) 218-1839

mwelchl13@cox.net

Also, don’t forget that our board meetings are open to
everyone. We usually meet the third Tuesday of each month
at 6:30 p.m. in the board room. You are welcome to attend
and to see for yourself how the business of your church is

conducted. Your board members are working hard for you!

Metropolitan Community Church of Baton Rouge 7747 Tom Drive  (225) 248-0404 mccbr@aol.com www.mccbr.org
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Keith’s Korner: OUTrageous, RADical GENEROSITY

Over the next few weeks, we
will once again conduct what
many churches call a
"Stewardship Campaign."

Some people cringe when they

hear the word "stewardship,” as

they automatically think this is a

time the church asks for a

commitment of money. I, on the

other hand, get really excited
about this time of year, as it causes me to take a
good look at what I'm already giving to God, the
Church and the Community — and also what |
COULD be giving!

As | researched what other churches were doing, |
just couldn't find any program that really spoke to
me this year. So, | went directly to the Source: |
prayed! Over and over again, | kept hearing little
"snippets" of what now is a three-Sunday event

Blessing of pets

Rev. Corey Hidlebaugh was among those who
graciously agreed to preach for our congregation
duri ng Past-weekddhbatitahttosdall.s i x
Along with inspiring messages from Rev. Corey

and Garrett Ganucheau and James Hartman from

Big Easy MCC, Corey also conducted a blessing of

the animals October 3. Members and friends were
encouraged to bring pet photos, toys and other

items to lay at the altar as part of the blessing.

that, hopefully, will change ALL of us and steer us
into a LIFE of generosity.

The theme this year is: OUTrageous, RADical,
GENEROSITY! | plan to preach about a "Spirit of
Generosity" that includes our tithe/treasure, "Bodies
in Motion" that includes our time and talents and
"Go, Tell It!" that includes our testimony/witness! |
believe we can have a spirit of generosity even in
our rough times. | believe we can GIVE our way out
of poverty. | believe we can share what we have
(tangible and non-tangible) with others and in the
process become enriched ourselves!

I look forward to sharing with you all that God
gave me about this "campaign,” and | ask you to
start praying now that God will open our hearts to
really HEAR what the Spirit (of Generosity) is
saying today!

—Pastor Keith

MCC Monroe Worship

MCC Monroe, an outreach of MCCBR, is
dedicated to providing a safe and welcoming
place to worship for all of God's children in
northeast Louisiana.

The group normally meets at 5 p.m.on the
second and fourth Sundays of the month in the
GoCare building located at 1801 North 7th
Street, West Monroe. For December, however,
services will be on the second and third Sundays.

Big Easy MCC News

Big Easy MCC recently celebrated one year of
independence within MCC (after it was spun off
from being a parish extension of MCCBR for
two years) and its three years of renewal and
growth. The event also celebrated Big Easy's
new praise and worship ministry!

In other Big Easy MCC news, Rev. Clinton
Crawshaw has announced he will be leaving the
congregation at the end of the year and is
pursuing ministry opportunities in the Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula.

Metropolitan Community Church of Baton Rouge

7747 Tom Drive

(225) 248-0404 mccbr@aol.com www.mcchr.org
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Go Cruisiné On Use
Support MCCBR Ministries
Through Annual Fundraiser

We’re entering the final weeks of MCCBR’s annual cruise
fundraiser, and we need your support!

Some lucky donor to the church again this year will be
invited to set sail with a companion from New Orleans in
February 2011 on a cruise aboard the Carnival “Fun
Ship” Triumph.

To qualify for the drawing, donors simply make a $10
donation to the church’s “Cruising” fundraiser by
November 28, 2010. You can enter by seeing many MCC
members or by clicking the cruise fundraiser button on
our website (mccbr.org) and making the donation through
PayPal. Only 1,000 (or less) entries will be received, so
everyone’s chances of winning the cruise are good!

The winner of the cruise for two will be selected in a
drawing during our anniversary celebration on December 5,
2010, and the five-day cruise sets sail for ports of Progreso,
Yucatan and Cozumel on February 21, 2011.

If you’d like to help sell tickets (or if you’d like to
purchase some for yourself or your friends), contact any
board member or team leader — or get in touch with Tom at
Thomas.Merrill@cox.net or 225-907-5251. You also can
use the order form and envelope included with this
newsletter to purchase tickets! (The form is locatedt the
bottom of this pageQr go online to mccbr.org.

Thanks So Much!

It's always impossible to thank everyone who does
so much to help around our church, to support our
ministries in the community,... and, in general, to
keep things going. But we like to try. So in this issue
we say thanks to (in no particular order):

1 Morris Welch and Tom Merrill for leading worship
services while Pastor Keith was on sabbatical.

1 Garrett Ganucheau, James Hartman and Rev. Corey
Hidlebaugh for delivering inspiring messages during
Pastor Keith’s sabbatical.

1 Josephia LaBarge and Randy Freeman for helping
with maintenance projects around the church.

1 Todd Griffin and Morris Welch for assisting with yard
work.

1 Dee DelLaughter, Clyde Honey and Marc Lukens for
helping with our cruise fundraiser by visiting Cajun Cove
on Halloween and Darryl Taylor for doing the same at
George’s.

If you know someone who should be thanked for

his/her efforts around church, please e-mail details to
Thomas.Merrill@cox.net.

Engaged
Cicely Moore
and Twanna
Whitmyre are
proud to
announce their
engagement.
Join us in
congratulating
this couple who
attend MCCBR
and in wishing
them the best
in their
relationship.

2010 MCCBR Cruise Drawing/Fundraiser i Ticket Donation/Order Form

I’d liketo donate $  ($10 per ticketfor ____tickets in the MCC of Baton Rouge “Go Cruisin” On Us” Drawing.
Name: Phone:

Address:

City: State: Zip: E-mail:

Be sure to enclose your check payable to MCCBR with this form. M@ritése Drawing in the memo field on your chec
Mail in the enclosed envelope (or send to MCCBR, 7747 Tom Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70806)

All orders must be received by Sunday, Nov. 28, 2010, to be entered in the Dec. 5, 2010, drawing!

Metropolitan Community Church of Baton Rouge

7747 Tom Drive

(225) 248-0404 mccbr@aol.com www.mcchr.org
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Church finances, caring for each other ... and more news...

Finances. Offerings still are running well below our
anticipated budget for 2010, and our expenses
unfortunately have overtaken our income. As of the end
of September, we had amassed an
operating deficit for the year of nearly
$13,000 and had exhausted all of our
general fund money. Fortunately, we
have been able to meet our obligations
by borrowing from other funds (like our
building fund), but we need your help to
stop this slump, since we now have
exhausted general fund money carried over from
previous years and have “borrowed” more than $4,000
from other funds to pay routine expenses. Your board of
directors continues to monitor the situation and look for
ways to sustain all of our ministries. If you are fortunate
enough to be able to give anything extra, donations
certainly would be appreciated. Another way to help
would be to actively solicit donations for our annual
cruise fundraiser, since its proceeds hopefully will help to
reduce our deficit.

Caring for each other. The Care Team wants to
celebrate the special days in your life with a card. Please
send your birthday and anniversary dates to Mary Ellen
Strain at marestrain@yahoo.com — or make sure those
dates are correct in the church’s computer. You also can
e-mail her any time you think someone would benefit
from a card.

PayPal. Want to pay your tithes or
make a donation to MCCBR
online? Visit our website
(www.mccbr.org) and click the
appropriate “Make a Donation” button (for general fund,
building fund or music/TV/Web ministries) about midway
down the opening page to be directed to PayPal, where
you can make a donation from your account to ours.

NOW ACCEPTING

PayPal

I’d like to donate $
community through MCC of Baton Rouge.

Name:

I 6d Li ke

above and beyond my usual tithes/offerings to support God’s ministries in our

My contribution is for: ___General Operating Fund ___ Building Fund / Remodeling __ Community Service Fund
___Christian Education Scholarships __ Baton Rouge Pride Fest __ Another Purpose:

Prayer requests. If you have a prayer request, it can be
e-mailed directly to Sandy Allen
(mysandy@cox.net). You also can write
your request on a yellow “Care Card”

0
when you’re at church and drop the card :
in the offering baskets — or you can phone A
Sandy with requests at 225-654-9787. ‘
Church Lawn. A few of you volunteered recently to help
out with the church lawn, and we certainly can use the
help of anyone who would like to volunteer. There’s a
great deal of weeding, trimming,... and pickup/cleanup
work needed. If you are interested in volunteering,
contact Tom by e-mailing thomas.merrill@cox.net or
phoning 225-907-5251. Arrangements can be made for

you to work whenever it's convenient for you, and we
really will appreciate your help!

Facebook. Become a fan of MCC
Baton Rouge on Facebook. We're going
to try to provide more updates there. Be
sure to invite your friends to follow us on
Facebook, too!

Parking. If you’re a member or friend who attends
regularly and you're able to walk a few extra steps on
Sundays, please park on the side streets (Beaumont and
Dallas), so our visitors have ample parking in the church
parking lot.

Help us feed those in need. Remember to add
something from the HOPE Ministries

Grocery List when you go shopping. This

MCCBR ministry goes on the entire year. X‘ AN
Please help keep the grocery basket in )

the coffee room overflowing by donating

every month. You can also make a cash

or check donation, payable to MCCBR and noted for the
food pantry, to be used to purchase meat, milk, eggs
and other perishable items.

to Make an
| Want to Do What God Enables Me to Do to Support the Ministries of MCCBR

O
o

Extr a

Phone:

Address:

City: State:

E-mail:

Be sure to enclose your check payable to MCCBR this form. Writgpurpose of your donatioasthe memo on your check. Mail in the enclosed envelope (e
send to MCCBR7747 Tom Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70806). You also can drop this form and your donation in the offering plate the negfetimevpeship! o

Metropolitan Community Church of Baton Rouge 7747 Tom Drive  (225) 248-0404 mccbr@aol.com www.mccbr.org
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MCCBR Calendar / Events To Remember

Note: Be sure to check the Sunday worship bulletin for updates/changes to these events.

Ongoing Events

Every Sunday Morning, 10 a.m. \Xorship Singers Rehearsal
Every Sunday Morning, 11 a.m. “Contemporary” \Worship Service
Every Monday Night, 8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Group
Every Wednesday Night, 7 p.m. (6:30, starting in December) Life Application Study

Every Thursday Night, 8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Group
Every Saturday Night, 8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Group

November 201710 Special Events

Potluck, Sunday, November 7 (following service)

First Sunday Workshop on “Practical Car Care,” Sunday, November 7 (following potluck)

Stewardship Sundays, November 7, November 14 and November 21

Social Team Outing, Louisiana Renaissance Fair, Hammond, Saturday, November 13 /Meet there at 9:30 a.m.)
Board of Directors Meeting, Tuesday, November 16, 6:30 p.m.

Transgender Day of Remembrance, Thursday, November 18, 6 p.m.

Membership Class, Sunday, November 21 (following service)

Thanksgiving Lunch, Thursday, November 25, Noon

Church Cleanup Afternoon, Sunday, November 28, 12:30-5:30 p.m. for as long as you want to stay after worship)

December 20 10 special Events

MCCBR 27" Anniversary Weekend, December 4-5. Anniversary Dinner, Saturday, December 4, 7 p.m.
Potluck, Sunday, December 5 (following service)

Social Team Outing to Festival of the Bonfires, Lutcher, Louisiana (Carpools leave MCC at 4 p.m.)
Congregational Meeting, December 12 (following service)

Board of Directors Meeting, Tuesday, December 21, 6:30 p.m.

Upcoming Events in January-February 201 1/and Later

Potluck, Sunday, January 2 (following service)

First Sunday Workshop on “What Works for You,” Sunday, January 2 (following potluck)

Board of Directors Meeting, Tuesday, January 18, 6:30 p.m.

MCC Size Summit, January 21-22, Atlanta, Georgia

Potluck, Sunday, February 6 (following service)

First Sunday Workshop on “How to Know When It's Time to Go,” Sunday, February 6 (following potluck)
Board of Directors Meeting, Tuesday, February 15, 6:30 p.m.

All events are at the church building (7747 Tom Drive) unless noted otherwise.

Metropolitan Community Church of Baton Rouge Contact Information
Pastor: Rev. Keith Mozingo
Office number: (225) 248-0404 E-mail: mccbr@aol.com
Worship: Sundays 11 a.m. Bible Study: Wednesdays 7 p.m.

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays Noon-5 p.m. (Appointments Appreciated)
Other Days and Hours Available By Appointment Only
MCCBR is located at: MCCBR®& mailing address is: MCCBR®& website is:
7747 Tom Drive 7747 Tom Drive www.mccbr.org
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 Baton Rouge, LA 70806-2321
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